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Terry  plans to make office public-friendly 

Long  touts  progress in county  

during  annual Chamber event 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  License Commissioner Kate Terry is 

making it her mission to provide a vari-

ety of options for residents to transact 

business, and by doing so her goal is to 

make the office more public-friendly. 

  She plans to offer options specific to 

the needs of taxpayers. 

  Currently, residents may transact busi-

ness by going to the courthouse or satel-

lite offices, online or by mail. 

  “The best option we have is the online 

service,” Terry said. “We encourage 

people to use the online option, but we 

know there are citizens who prefer to do 

their business at the office and we wel-

come them. To decrease their wait time 

I want to add a kiosk that’s already 

available at the license satellite office in 

Hartselle that will be re-located to the 

new service center on Shull Road when 

it opens.” 

  The office collected $20.9 million in 

2021 and of that amount Terry says 

$4,074,616.53 came from online trans-

actions. 

  “If they can 

transact their 

business in the 

comfort of their 

homes they have 

that option. If 

they cannot, we 

will gladly serve 

them according 

to their prefer-

ence,” Terry said. “I encourage them to 

check our website to see what they need 

to bring to the office for the transaction, 

so they can get their business done with-

out having to make a second trip. We 

just look forward to serving them.” 

  Another of her plans is to add features 

to the office’s website that specifies 

different categories so taxpayers can go 

straight to what they need to do.  

  “The website is good, but I think if we 

 Rebuild Alabama 

 projects finished 

add these features it will make it more user-

friendly,” she said. 

    Ivey appointed Terry to complete five 

years of the unexpired term of Sharon Max-

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  Collectively, county commissioners 

spent more than $1.2 

million on road pro-

jects with funding 

provided through the 

state’s Rebuild Ala-

bama initiative. 

  County Engineer 

Greg Bodley compiled an accountability 

report detailing projects completed in each 

district before the 2021 deadline. 

  “This is a part of the required transparen-

cy and accountability for the Rebuild Ala-

bama Program”, Bodley explained. “It’s 

required that we report to the public where 

State of the county 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  Chairman Ray Long grasped the 

attention of almost 200 people, 

telling of the county’s progress 

during 2021 and sharing what’s on 

tap for this year. 

  “Morgan County had a great year 

in 2021. COVID-19 was still ram-

pant but that didn’t stop the pro-

gress in the county. We started 

construction on four buildings and 

completed a warehouse at our envi-

ronmental site in Hartselle so we 

could combine the recycling and 

environmental departments on one 

property,” Long said. “We started 

construction on a license and reve-

nue office in Cotaco that will soon 

be ready for opening. For years 

these offices have been run out of 

the District 4 shop with people 

2021 

Terry 

Please see License Commissioner, page 3 

Bodley 

Please see Address, page 2 

Chairman Ray Long delivers his State of the County address  on  

Feb. 23rd at Double Tree by Hilton-Decatur Riverside. 

Please see  Rebuild, page 14 
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Address 

sometimes standing outside in the weather 

to purchase tags and conduct other county 

business. That building is almost com-

plete and should be open by April.” 

  He told of another facility in Hartselle 

that should be ready to open that will 

house license/revenue offices, the Com-

mission on Aging and Parks and Recrea-

tion departments. 

  “We’re waiting for the parking lot to be 

finished before we open that up to the 

public,” he said. “We started construction 

of a gymnasium at West Park. This gym 

will provide the folks on the west side 

with more recreational opportunities. 

Commissioner Randy Vest has worked 

hard on getting that project ready.” 

  Long said the county is financially 

sound. 

  “We had a great year financially. Mor-

gan County continued to see growth even 

in the pandemic. Our industrial partners 

continued to grow and expand,” he said. 

“We finally signed the paperwork to get 

our first business in the Morgan Center 

Industrial Park in Hartselle; and we want 

to thank Cerro Wire for first being a great 

partner already in Morgan County, but 

also for expanding their business in the 

county. When your current companies 

expand their business in the county you 

know we’re doing something right.” 

  The industrial park had been void of any 

businesses since its development years 

ago. 

  He commended Morgan County Eco-

nomic Development Association Presi-

dent/CEO Jeremy Nails and staff for the 

great work they do in representing the 

county at the industrial marketplace.  

   The chairman also told of how the 

county’s Parks and Recreation Depart-

ment rebounded and thrived   after a slow 

2020 due to COVID-19. 

  “We had 70 teams participate in our 

baseball, softball and Tee-ball programs,” 

he shared. “Already, we have 95 teams 

signed up for the 2022 season and we had 

105 teams participate in our 2021-2022 

basketball program, the most in Morgan 

County’s history.” 

  He added that 52 soccer teams in the 

county’s program represent a 50 percent 

increase over the prior year. 

  “You can see that our Parks and Recrea-

tion Department led by Sean 

Dailey has been busy.” 

    “This is just a small sample 

of what happened in 2021. 

Now, let’s look to 2022,” Long 

said. The County Commission 

proudly purchased nearly four 

acres for the Morgan County 

Rescue Squad so they can build 

a new building; and we recently 

purchased nearly 23 acres at 

Cotaco where we plan to build 

a gymnasium for the east side 

of the county. This facility will 

provide the communities of 

Cotaco, Union Hill and Lacey’s 

Spring more recreational op-

portunities and will allow our 

Park and Recreation Depart-

ment to host more tourna-

ments.” 

  Long shared much more about 

plans to build other facilities 

including one  to serve as a 

public shelter to residents dur-

ing threatening weather. 

  He gave kudos to Community 

Corrections Director Kim 

Thurston and Circuit Judge 

Charles Elliot for the depart-

ment’s drug court program re-

ceiving the Sue Bell Cobb 

Award, which was given to the 

treatment court team that had 

contributed more successes to 

the courts, defendants and local 

communities. 

At the beginning of his speech 

Long thanked Chamber Presi-

dent/CEO Crystal Brown for 

hosting the event, saying 

“She’s doing a great job lead-

ing the Chamber and we’re 

expecting big things to happen 

under her leadership.” 

  Long always introduces his 

family and never fails to give 

special thanks for his wife, Re-

gina. 

  “I appreciate my wife, Regina 

being here. Regina is my big-

gest supporter. She’s there to 

support me in every adventure I 

take. Thank you for being 

here.” 

    He ended his speech with 

gratefulness for constituents. 

  “Thank you for allowing me 

to work for you. I love serving 

the people of Morgan County.” 

Continued from page 1 

 (Left photo) Chairman Long and family, from left,  brother-in-law Gary  Borden,  grandchildren Chance Brown, Izzie Mitchell, 

wife Regina,  grandson Tripp Brown, Chairman  Long and daughter Micah Mitchell. (Right photo)  Long’s grandson Tripp  

Brown leads Pledge of Allegiance, and  Pastor Royce Teague delivered the invocation. 

Brewer High, Priceville High JROTC  members 

presented colors. Long’s grandchildren Izzie Mitchell and Tripp Brown. 
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License commissioner 

well, who retired in January. 

  Terry served as chief clerk in Probate 

Judge Greg Cain’s office prior to the 

appointment. 

  “Kate will do a fantastic job serving 

the people of Morgan County,” Cain 

said. “She has a servant’s heart and 

leadership mindset. I believe she can 

and will provide the leadership needed 

in that office.” 

  Terry is no stranger to politics. Prior 

to working in Cain’s office she was 

one of three voter registrars who were 

each appointed by state elected offi-

cials. 

  “I’m here to serve the people and I 

want to do it in a structured, accommo-

dating way. Also, I want the staff to 

have an enjoyable work experience. 

They’re diligent in what they do.” 

Notification 

Terry   wants residents to know that 

the Alabama Law Enforcement Agen-

cy will replace computers in her office 

and the state Examiner’s office on the 

first floor from April 18-26. The driv-

er’s license division of her office will 

be shut down but  the office will re-

main open for other transactions. 

  “People with  a driver’s license expir-

ing during that time can come in early 

to renew and it won’t be an issue,” she 

said. “We don’t want anyone to be 

inconvenienced.” 

    The State Examiners’ office will be 

closed  the entire time and will re-open 

on April 26th, according to  Jennifer  

Kyle, a supervisor in the office. 

 Chairman Ray Long and District 4 Commissioner Greg 

Abercrombie presented a check to leading members of 

Brewer High School's JROTC program in January.  

Below, from left: Battalion Command Sergeant Major 

Kyleigh Curbow, Chairman Long, Battalion Command-

er Trevan Bailey, Commissioner Abercrombie and Bat-

talion Executive Officer Tori Boles. 
 

Helping schools 

Continued from page 1 

  Grayson Terry, 3,   (seated, left) watches as  his father Jonathan holds the Bible as his 

mother recites  the oath of office administered by Probate Judge Greg  Cain in January. 

Showcasing local talent 

Concerts, fundraiser planned for 

Decatur Orchestra Sul Ponticello 

  Seven years ago Music Conductor 

Viljar Weimann organized Decatur 

Orchestra Sul Ponticello to provide 

live orchestral performances for local 

residents and others in surrounding 

areas, with the purpose of introducing 

young musicians to musical perfor-

mance excellence. Another goal was 

to enhance cultural experiences in the 

community by presentations of di-

verse music genres. 

  “It’s wonderful entertainment that 

can be enjoyed by almost everyone,” 

said retired District Court Judge 

Charles Langham, who is president 

of the OSP Board. 

  The orchestra’s spring performance 

season will comprise four concerts 

and include a fundraiser on March   Viljar Weimann conducts  the Decatur Orchestra Sul 

Ponticello during a  rehearsal. Please see Orchestra, page  7 
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  “I’m thankful and I try to look at it as the 

people feel I’m doing the job they elected 

me to do,” said Chunn. I believe and I’ve 

heard from many that they are pleased with 

the job I’m doing. I’m grateful not to have 

opposition.” 

  Primary elections are slated for May 24th. 

DA, sheriff, chairman, coroner are  unopposed  for re-election 
By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

 Four Morgan County elected officials are 

without challengers for re-election this 

year and they’re elated but remain humble 

and grateful. 

  District Attorney Scott Anderson is serv-

ing his second six-year term. He won 

election to office in 2010 and was unop-

posed for re-election in 2016 as well as 

this year. 

  He shares the success of running his 

office with staff. 

  “Serving the past 11 years as District 

Attorney have been, from a professional 

standpoint, some of the most rewarding of 

my 30 years of practicing law.  When I 

was elected to this office, I had expecta-

tions of how I wanted to manage it, but 

the hidden blessing in getting to do that 

was the people with whom I’ve had the 

good fortune to work.,” Anderson said. “I 

am blessed with the best set of assistant 

DAs and staff in the State of Ala-

bama.  They do more with less better than 

any group of employees I have ever seen 

and they care very deeply about the pub-

lic they serve.  I could not and would not 

want to do this job without them.  They 

have become my extended family,” he 

added. 

  County Commission Chairman Ray 

Long has been in office since 2010 and in 

2016 he didn’t have any opponents for a 

second six-year term which he’s complet-

ing, and  no one is challenging him for a 

third term this year.  

  “I am thankful to the people of Morgan 

County for having chosen me for their 

chairman of the County Commission al-

most twelve years ago. While I’m glad I 

don’t have opposition, I do not dote on it 

because this is your government and I 

love working for you and enjoy every 

minute of it,” said Long. I work with a 

group of great commissioners and we’re 

able to get a lot done to move the county 

forward.” 

  Elected to office in 2018 Sheriff Ron 

Puckett is finishing his first four-year 

term and has no opposition in his re-

election bid this year. 

  “This is my first time to be in elected 

office and I’m grateful that God has 

blessed me again to continue to hold this 

office,” the sheriff said. “I think the fact 

that nobody is running against me is an 

indication of the people’s confidence  in 

the way the office is running, and I think 

that those who would think about running 

for this office see that as well. I enjoy 

meeting people when running for office, 

but it’s a blessing for me and my family 

not to have to go knock on doors. I be-

lieve the people know we care about 

them. I love what I do and I’m grateful 

for the opportunity to serve again.” 

  Coroner Jeff Chunn, who was elected in 

2010, is completing his third four-year 

term in office and he doesn’t have oppo-

nents. 

  These elected officials   are unopposed in their re-election bids. From left,  County 

Commission Chairman Ray Long, District Attorney Scott Anderson, Coroner Jeff 

Chunn and Sheriff Ron Puckett. 

2022 elections 

Historic crime tour draws crowd 

Public interest 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

For Several years Morgan County Archi-

vist John Allison desired to conduct tours 

of  locations in Old Decatur where notori-

ous, historic crimes were committed.   

When he received an overwhelming public 

response from the announcement of his 

first tour in February, his desire became 

reality. 

“I’ve given talks before about historic De-

catur figures like “Miss Kate” Lackner, 

who were involved with criminal activities 

and response has always been enthusias-

tic,” said Allison. “The stories are all 

based on events and people that are docu-

mented in the Morgan County Archives.” 

  His touring interests were put on hold 

Please see Tour, page 9 

 Left, Archivist 

John Allison, 

told  historic 

crime stories 

of Old Decatur 

to almost 100 

peopled dur-

ing a tour on 

Feb. 22nd. 
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  “I’m thankful and I try to look at it as the 

people feel I’m doing the job they elected 

me to do,” said Chunn. I believe and I’ve 

heard from many that they are pleased with 

the job I’m doing. I’m grateful not to have 

opposition.” 

  Primary elections are slated for May 24th. 

DA, sheriff, chairman, coroner are  unopposed  for re-election 

Eastern morgan county 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  Twenty-two acres with a couple of de-

teriorating structures in the Cotaco com-

munity, will, in months to come, be 

graced with a recreational facility for all 

to enjoy. 

  The County Commission bought the 

property for $185,000 last month and 

approved building a gymnasium on the 

acreage.  

  “This is going to be great for residents 

in the east end of the county,” District 4 

Commissioner Greg Abercrombie said 

of the facility to be located in his district. 

“We were fortunate to be able to pur-

chase the land to build something on it 

that the community needs.” 

  Abercrombie has initiated and spear-

headed several facilities during his time 

in office, including upscale senior citizen 

centers and parks.  

  “That’s what our job is all about, 

providing for residents, improving the 

quality of life through various projects 

such as facilities, roads and bridges. It’s 

good for the whole county,” Abercrom-

bie said. 

  Chairman Ray Long says they could 

meet with a firm as early as this month 

to begin designing the building. 

  “We’re looking forward to it, and after 

that it shouldn’t take long for construc-

tion to begin,” Long said. 

“Commissioner Abercrombie and his 

shop employees will do the land prep for 

it which will include removal of all 

structures that are on a small portion of 

the land. We’re grateful to have been 

able to buy the land for a facility that 

will be a great asset to the community.”  

  The  commission vote was unanimous 

to buy the land and other commissioners 

are excited about  the gymnasium for 

Cotaco, also. 

  “I think  people are going to love it and 

it’ll get a lot of good use,” said District 1 

Commissioner Jeff Clark.   

   

  “It’s truly going to be a gem  in  Com-

missioner Abercrombie’s  district, and 

add to the county’s recreational  offer-

ings overall,,” District 2 Commissioner 

Randy Vest  said. 

Commission  approves gymnasium for Cotaco community 

  Chairman Ray Long, District 4 Commissioner Greg Abercrombie and Parks and Recre-

ation Director Sean Dailey examine the property after the commission purchased it. 

More  State of the County  photos 

Almost every chair was filled 

  Left: Chairman Long and  his wife Regina enjoy time with their 

granddaughter Izzie , who  traveled from Navarre, Fla.  with her 

mother Micah to hear the chairman deliver his State of the County 

speech. Right: Izzie  was curious and after the program she made 

her way to the podium to stand where she’d seen her grandfather 

standing earlier. 
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Commissioners buy 

land for Morgan 

Rescue Squad’s new 

building at Flint 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director   
  Forty volunteers give countless hours of 

their time searching for people who are lost 

and assisting others whose boats capsize. 

 To show gratitude for their work, the Coun-

ty Commission purchased and donated 3.8 

acres for the Morgan County Rescue Squad 

to build a new facility at Flint. 

The County Commission made the land 

donation to the Rescue Squad official in 

February when officials presented the chief 

a deed to the property located at 130 Neel 

Road. 

   Rescue Squad Chief Danny Kelso said 

he’s grateful for the commission’s generosi-

ty. 

“We appreciate the commission for support-

ing us in our efforts for a new facility and 

all that they do for the county,” he said.  

  Kelso said the current facility, across the 

street from the site of the new location, is 

over 50 years old and it’s time for a new 

one. 

“Obviously we’ve outgrown the building. 

We have 40 volunteers and we’re always 

looking for more,” he said.  

   Kelso, a lieutenant with the Morgan 

County Sheriff’s Department and other vol-

unteers, who have jobs, proudly serve , us-

ing their respective expertise to provide 

rescue services. 

  “Each volunteer has training in various 

fields, including firefighting, emergency 

medical and law enforcement. Our priorities 

are water,  land/high angle, cave rescue and 

land search for people with illnesses like 

Alzheimer’s who wander off as well as 

missing children, lost  hunters,” you name it 

and we do it,” said Kelso. “Most of our calls 

are for river and creeks rescue.” 

   The rescue squad works under the Ala-

bama Mutual Aid System which is made up 

of more than 50 teams that organize to help 

across county lines during major disasters. 

  “We’re connected to Mutual Aid through 

  Left, Chairman Ray Long gives the  property deed to  Rescue  Squad Chief Danny Kelso with Assistant  Chief Brian Moses;  

On the right, District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark, District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest, District 3 Commissioner Don Stisher 

and District 4 Commissioner Greg Abercrombie , who voted to give the property to the Rescue Squad , were present for 

the official passage of the deed on the  site  for the  squad’s new  facility. 

Please see Rescue Squad, page 13 District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark  responded  quickly , providing  help to clear the land  for the new  building. 
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Sharing leadership skills 

Chairman, Mayor   

address  Chamber’s 

Edge program students 
By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

 About 50 or more students listened atten-

tively as Chairman Ray Long told them 

about how county government works dur-

ing a gathering in February at Community 

Action Partnership of North Alabama. 

  The students are participants in the De-

catur/Morgan County Chamber of Com-

merce’s Edge Leadership program and the 

group includes sophomores and juniors 

from schools throughout Decatur and the 

county, including private and home 

schools. 

  Long sparked laughter with humorous 

comments he weaved into his speech. He 

told them of how his first run for public 

office was right after he finished high 

school, noting that he only lacked 210 

votes to capture a seat on the Morgan 

County Board of Education. 

  While telling about the workings of the 

City of Decatur, Bowling showed slides 

on a screen, holding the students’ atten-

tion. 

  Chamber Director of Member and Inves-

tor Relations Judy Brown,  who is coordi-

nator of  the program, introduced each 

speaker. 

  Edge Leadership was created to make 

students aware of opportunities and to 

provide them with tools necessary for 

leadership development. Students are also 

encouraged to be positively influential in 

their schools and to serve in their commu-

nities. 

     Participants have been selected for the 

current school year, and students who are  

interested in being considered for future 

selection for Edge Leadership should talk 

to the principal or guidance counselor at 

their respective schools.  

Orchestra 

26th at Monarch Hall in Cook Museum of 

Natural Science located at 133 Fourth 

Ave. NE. Performances will include clas-

sical music by the orchestra’s Spring 

Quartet and Jazz renditions by Dr. Re-

ginald Jackson. Proceeds will go to OPS 

to finance the concert performance season 

this year. 

  “We encourage music enthusiasts and 

others to attend the performances. Music 

is universal and it’s something for every-

one to enjoy,” said Langham. 

  “Sul Ponticello is a musical term pertain-

ing to string instruments and means “near 

the bridge”. 

  Other board members are: Faye 

McWhorter, president /ex-officio; Judy 

Robbins, secretary; Oliivia Weimann, 

treasurer, Susan Alexander; Amelia Ad-

ams; Barbara Hayes, Nick Letson and 

Melanie Scalfano. 

  Langham, who  serves as an active re-

tired judge in North Alabama,  says the 

orchestra fills a need in the community. 

“Every  city or town should have access 

to quality entertainment like this and I 

hope it will  take off  even more. It’s an 

asset..” 

Long addresses Edge students 

Bowling   talks to Edge students  while presenting images on a screen. 

Some  of the Edge students shown here during Long’s  speech. 

Continued from page 3 
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 Clark Vest Stisher Abercrombie 

Commissioners’ Report 

 

Paving top priority in districts, preparing for spring, summer 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  All districts are busy finishing paving pro-

jects while performing routine maintenance 

and preparing for spring and summer pro-

jects. 

  Commissioners met deadlines for complet-

ing Rebuild Alabama road and bridge pro-

jects for 2021 and have moved on to begin 

others. 

  “We are about to complete the final pave-

ment of the intersection at Hudson and Old 

Moulton roads to solve issues we’ve had for 

quite a while,” said District 1 Commissioner 

Jeff Clark. “We had put a temporary binder 

there to open the intersection for travel and 

now permanent pavement is underway. 

We’ll have to wait a couple of weeks to 

stripe it after that and we’ll be completely 

finished with it. 

  Currently, Clark says Bennich Road is be-

ing paved. 

  “After it’s finished we plan to pave Indian 

Hills, Red Bank and Pleasant Hill roads,” he 

said. 

  Clark said he will work with the city of 

Priceville and Northeast Morgan Water to 

run a water line on Old Branch Road for a 

burn facility. 

  District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest has 

several projects underway while handling 

unexpected emergencies like a fallen tree 

that threatened traffic in the Neel community 

last month. 

  “We’re working at the new county services 

building in Hartselle, to get the parking area 

resurfaced, which will be followed by strip-

ing and lighting installation,” Vest said.  

“We’re also going to begin work to rebuild 

the shoulders on ten roads that were recently 

resurfaced. We have two roads to repair 

which will entail cross pipes replacement, 

and a contractor will resurface those this 

summer.” 

  “With construction beginning on the new 

gymnasium at West Park, we will soon be 

working on additional parking there,” Vest 

added. “Also, the state, city of Hartselle and 

District 2 have begun a project for railroad 

crossing improvements on Tabernacle 

Road.” 

  District 3 Commissioner Don Stisher’s 

district shop employees are busy, also. 

  “We’ve finished work on Union Hill 

Church Road and have progressed to 

rebuilding Stackyard Road, which we’ve 

almost completed,” Stisher said. “In the 

Oden Ridge community we’re shredding 

rights-of-way on Childers Road, High-

way 55 East and Wilson Mountain Road. 

A contractor is rebuilding Freeman Road 

in the Andrews Chapel area and we’re 

working with Lawrence County on a 

road we share at County Line Road  to 

rebuild the base for resurfacing. And, 

we’ve completed striping on about 60 

miles throughout the district, upgrading 

faded striping for safety reasons.” 

  District 4 Commissioner Greg Aber-

crombie has roads scheduled for paving. 

  “We’re looking at paving 15 roads,” 

Abercrombie said. That could take a 

while and in the meantime we’re plan-

ning to start preparing the 23 acres at 

Cotaco where we plan to build a gymna-

sium. We should get the deed to it in the 

next couple of weeks and we’ll begin 

working on it right away.” All  districts 

will work on Rebuild Alabama projects. 

Work in districts 

  District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark  has paving  under-

way on Bennich Road . Paving is also planned  for Indi-

an Hills, Red Bank and Pleasant Hill roads. 

 Commissioner Randy Vest, left,  and Foreman David Dudley dis-
cuss parking lot light installation for the new Hartselle Build-
ing. The facility will house four county offices and is scheduled to 
open soon. 
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Commissioners’ Report Morgan Commission 

provides equipment 

for VFDs, Rescue Squad 
By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  Morgan County officials presented 

medical equipment to all volunteer fire 

departments and Hartselle Fire & Res-

cue to help first responders with life-

saving techniques when responding to 

emergency calls. 

  During a VFW meeting at the court-

house on Feb. 8th, Chairman Ray Long, 

District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark and 

District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest 

presented each of the departments and 

Hartselle Fire Department with a Life 

Pak CR2 Automated External Defibril-

lator (AED) and a Lucas 3.1 Chest 

Compression System (CCS). 

  “Both of these pieces of equipment 

are of the utmost importance when 

dealing with someone who is in cardiac 

arrest,” said Morgan Safety Coordina-

tor Jonathan Warner, who is also a 

Hartselle firefighter. 

  Warner explained features of the de-

fibrillator that include easy-to-follow 

verbal instructions and audible tones 

for rescuers, child/adult modes, prima-

ry and secondary language options.   

“The compression system delivers high 

quality, consistent chest compressions; 

helps with chest recoil for sufficient 

cardiac output; achieves higher resusci-

tation rates than manual CPR and elim-

inates rescuer fatigue. The machine 

delivers 102 compressions per minute,” 

Warner said. “It’s great equipment that 

will serve the departments well.” 

  Bethel-Gun Pond, Brindlee Mountain, 

Cotaco, Danville, Ebenezer, Eva, 

Falkville, Flint, Florette, Lacey’s 

 From left, NARCOG Director Robbie Cantrell, EMA  Director Brandy Davis,  NARCOG Plan-

ner Daniel Yurcaba,  Morgan County Association of Volunteer Fire Departments President 

John Stinson, District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark, Chairman Ray Long,  Safety Coordinator 

Jonathan Warner and District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest. 

Spring, Massey, Mud Tavern, Neel, Oak 

Ridge, Oden Ridge, Priceville, Punkin Center, 

Rock Creek, Somerville, Talucah, Tri-county, 

Trinity, Hartselle Fire & Rescue and the Mor-

gan County Rescue Squad were recipients of 

the equipment purchased with grant funding. 

 District 2 employees work to remove a fallen tree from Boys Ranch 
Road  in February  due to inclement weather.  

due to COVID-19 for the past 

couple of years, but in January he 

got a breakthrough and conducted 

his first tour on Feb. 22nd. 

  “I was approached about run-

ning a fundraising campaign for 

Carnegie Visual Arts Center and I 

needed to find some fundraising 

events,” Allison shared. “I pub-

lished my idea of a crime tour on 

social media and the response 

was overwhelming. More than 90 

people bought tickets for the tour 

that included stops where boot-

leggers operated, where murders 

and shootouts occurred and the 

locations of the old “sporting 

houses” like “Miss Kate’s”.  

  Allison says he will conduct a 

second tour in April as part of the 

walking tour series sponsored by 

Tour 

Continued from page 4 

Alabama Tourism.  

 “I’m looking forward to it.” 

  The people on  the tour  in Feb-

ruary  were really interested in 

the historical events and I’m 

sure others will be also.” 

  Morgan County Archivist John Allison gripped the attention of 

tourists  during a historic crime tour he conducted on Feb. 22nd. 

Emergency  in Neel community 
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MCS School News 

   The Morgan County chapter of Jobs for 

America’s Graduates (JAG) presented the 

success stories of Caleb Hopkins and MCS 

JAG to the Alabama Board of Education. 

Caleb and Brewer High Assistant Principal 

Brooke Hudson were given an opportunity to 

share their impact stories.  

 We are so proud of what all we’ve accom-

plished in Morgan County JAG.  

Morgan JAG stories 

shared with  state 

From left: JAG Specialist Jill Faulkner, Caleb Hop-

kins and  Brooke Hudson, assistant principal at 

Brewer High School. 

  Health Occupation Students of America and their In-

structor Ms. Kelley met Gov. Kay Ivey during the state 

HOSA competition. Front: Taylor Mitchell, Faith Ad-

ams, Ms. Kelley, Gov. Ivey, Kayla Morgan, Meadow 

Hodgin.  Back: Kylie Hendrix, Hunter Lawrence. 

Meeting the Governor 

  West Morgan High Future Farmers of America members made agriculture awareness boxes to give 

to teachers to celebrate National FFA Week. The boxes included items that represented local agricul-

ture history in the West Morgan community.  From left: Brian Fuller, Mason Phillips and Cade 

Jones. 

 National FFA Week 

   Brewer High Anatomy students got the opportunity to 

dissect the hearts of hogs.  They were  excited and disgust-

ed, but had a good time. 

BHS anatomy 
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 School News 

  Priceville Junior High students enjoyed a variety of activi-

ties during Great Kindness Challenge Week. The event fea-

tured Mom Hug Monday, Kindness Pep Rally, random acts 

of kindness, dress-up days, morning greeters, kindness sta-

tions, positive sidewalk chalking, doorway messages and a 

visit from Priceville High’s Varsity Girls.  

kindness 

 Fifty-three students were inducted into the Technology Park National Technical Honor Society and 

they gave tours of MCS Tech Park. Almost 1,000 9th and 10th graders visited all 17 programs offered 

here. Students touring Ashley Black’s Cosmetology Department, from left, Marilyn Large, Alexandra 

Gonzales and Kolin Owen. 

 Falkville Elementary students became engineers in science 

by planning ways to solve a problem, create a model and test 

the model in Ms. Powell’s classroom. Thanks to Cayce Perry 

from AMSTI for partnering with the school. 

 Second and fifth graders at Lacey’s Spring School  enjoyed 

a week of learning about winter Olympics.  

Students at Danville Middle learned much 

about whooping cranes from Jessie Taylor 

of International Crane Foundation. 

MCS celebrated School Resource Officer Appreciation 

Day on Feb.15th, MCS is proud  to be partnering with 

Sheriff Ron Puckett and his department.  Pictured is 

SRO  Hazel who serves the Danville community. 

  The Morgan County Board of Education was celebrated in January in appreciation for hard work, 

support and loyalty. Standing: From left, Mike Tarpley, Paul Holmes, Vice Chairman John Holley, 

Chairman Billy Rhodes and Chris Humphries. Seated: From left, Adam Glenn, Superintendent Robert 

Elliott Jr. and Jimmy Dobbs. 
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Tapscott, Boardman tapped for leadership roles 

Boardman 

Tapscott 

  On a request from Morgan County 

Probate Judge Greg Cain, the County 

Commission changed three voting 

precincts that will be effective for pri-

mary elections on May 24th. 

  Precinct 2-11, the Carrie Matthews 

Recreation Center, will move to the 

Boys & Girls Club at 1404 Sixth 

Street Northwest, Decatur (anticipated 

temporary move) Precinct 18-1, Neel 

United Methodist Church, will move 

to Neel Volunteer Fire Department at 

70 Neel School Road, Danville; and 

Precinct 4-2, Epic Church to BComing 

Church at 607 14th Street Southeast in 

Decatur. 

    Chairman Ray Long presents  a resolution to  Morgan County Schools ’ Future Farmers of  America,  declaring the week of Feb-

ruary 20-26 FFA Week in the county.  From left: Nicole Fields, Brylie Galbreath, MaKenna Kent, Chairman Long,  Blake Bennett, 

Sam Gullion and Josh Melson, advisor. 

Voting precinct 

changes approved 

for primary elections 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

 Christie Tapscott replaced Kate Terry as 

chief clerk in the probate judge’s office 

after Terry was appointed license commis-

sioner by Gov. Kay Ivey. 

  A veteran employee in the office, Tap-

scott was deputy chief clerk before Pro-

bate Judge Greg Cain promoted her to the 

top position. 

  As chief clerk, among other duties, she’s 

responsible for financial components of 

the office. 

  She enjoys her duties, but most of all she 

likes serving county residents and helping 

others have a stress-free working experi-

ence. 

  “When Judge Cain asked me to do this 

job, I decided that  I would perform the 

duties in a way to make his daily activities 

easier and less stressful,” she said. “I love 

handling the financials and dealing with 

state auditors; and I love serving the resi-

dents of Morgan County.” 

  Tapscott and her husband Ken enjoy 

family time with their daughter Bailey, her 

husband Chris and their children Miles, 8 

and Blair, 5. 

  She began working for the county in 

1995 in the property tax office and trans-

ferred to the probate judge’s office in 

1997. 

  Judge Cain says Tapscott is worthy of the 

position. 

  “She brings years of experience and 

knowledge to this office and I’m excited 

about the capabilities she has,”  he said. 

  Cain chose Lauri Boardman to replace 

Tapscott as deputy chief clerk. Boardman 

has worked in the office five years as a 

probate clerk and she’s happy about the 

new  position. 

  “I’m honored and thankful that Judge 

Cain has confidence in my abilities to 

serve as deputy chief clerk/election man-

ager; and I look forward to opportunities 

to serve the people of Morgan County,” 

said Boardman. 

  The judge says Boardman is a good 

choice for the job. 

  “She pays great attention to detail and 

that will serve her well in this position,” he 

said. “She’s worked hard and earned this 

opportunity.” 

  Boardman has been employed with the 

county for 11 years, having served six in 

the license commissioner’s office and five 

in the probate office.  She was a probate 

clerk before Cain promoted her. 

   

  She and her husband Charles enjoy fami-

ly time with their son Austin, his wife 

Vanessa and their children, Rosalee, 2, and 

Layla, 6 weeks. 
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the Emergency Management Agency, 

and we’re able to help all counties that 

are near to us on the river and vice ver-

sa. We can be activated throughout the 

state to provide help; and we work with 

fire departments and help law enforce-

ment collect evidence from crime scenes 

on rivers and creeks,” Kelso explained. 

  He said winter is usually a slowdown 

period but the volume of calls spike in 

May due to activity on the waterways. 

  “Some people tend to drink and operate 

boats, causing accidents and drownings 

and we saw more of those in 2021 than 

in prior years,” Kelso said. 

  Commissioners say the Rescue Squad 

plays a major role in the county and 

they’re proud to help the group in any 

way possible. 

  “The hard work they do for public safe-

ty outweighs anything we could ever do 

for them,” said District 1 Commissioner 

Jeff Clark. “I’m proud to take part in 

giving them a deed to the property 

where they will build a new facility that 

they deserve.” 

  “Their service is indispensable and I 

can’t think of enough words to praise 

them for it. They’re working because 

they care and to me that kind of service 

is the best,” District 2 Commissioner 

Randy Vest said. 

  District 3 Commissioner Don Stisher 

and District 4 Commissioner Greg Aber-

crombie echoed the kudos of their col-

leagues. 

  “I just appreciate everything they do 

and  they don’t look for anything in re-

turn,” said Stisher. “We are truly blessed 

to have them in our county. They are  

real servants with kind hearts.” 

  “I can’t find the words to say how 

much I appreciate what they do,” said 

Abercrombie. They’ve been doing this 

for what seems like forever and they 

don’t seem to even get tired. I look at 

them and they’re always smiling. And 

like it’s been said more than once:  they 

don’t get a dime. It takes special people 

to volunteer time for anything.” 

  They don’t receive pay and the facility 

and equipment are mainly financed by 

donations and fundraisers. 

  “We are grateful for all the help we get 

from our government leaders and the 

  All  district commissioners will help clear the  land and, District 1 Commissioner Jeff 

Clark’s shop employees cleared a lot of ground  in February. 

  Chairman Ray Long and NACO First Vice President Denise Winfrey discussed the use of Ameri-

can Rescue Plan Fund allotments at the National Association of  counties’ (NACo) Legislative 

Conference in Washington last month. 

Continued from page 6 

community,” Kelso said. Nothing makes us 

feel better than rescuing and helping people 

in distress.” 

  The commission purchased the land for 

$40,000 and Chairman Ray Long said the 

cost is small compared to the rescue squad’s 

work. 

  “They provide great service, volunteering 

their time with limited financing for the 

things they need to do the work,” said Long. 

The commission is honored to be able to 

help them.” 

    

  Each district commissioner is providing 

work crews to prepare the land for construc-

tion. 

Rescue Squad 

Chairman  gathered  information 

for spending rescue fund money 
By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  During attendance at the National 

Association of Counties (NACo) 

Legislative Conference in Washing-

ton last month, Chairman Ray Long 

got precise information about usage 

of the American Rescue Fund. He  

received reaffirmation that the 

county’s planned projects are cov-

ered.  

  “A lot of information was provid-

ed about the topic, and I further 

discussed it with government offi-

cials who have expert knowledge. 

When we attend these conferences 

it’s to keep up with what’s going on 

and how it affects our local govern-

ment,” said Long. “There was also 

much information about mental 

health services. So many people 

have been stricken with mental ill-

ness due to COVID-19. A lot of 

people couldn’t cope with all that 

came with the virus. We need more 

mental health agencies throughout 

the country, and that was certainly 

information all counties need to 

know.” 

  District 2 Commissioner Randy 

Vest attended the conference, also 

and says he gleaned a lot from the 

various meetings. “We learned 

about legislation as well as the ills 

that counties face,” Vest said. NA-

Co is a great organization that stays 

on top of legislation that affects 

counties. I’m glad to be part of it.”  

NACo Conference 
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Rebuild 

all these funds are going. The money 

can only be used for roads and bridg-

es. It can’t be used for labor or 

equipment.” 

  District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark 

spent $295,000 to resurface and 

stripe 3.43 miles of Upper River 

Road, and from Old Branch Road to 

Friendship Road. 

  “We’re definitely grateful to have 

the special funding to help with our 

major road projects,” Clark said. It 

gives us an opportunity and the 

means to resurface roads that may 

have been on a long list until enough 

county road and bridge money is 

available. We’re thankful for the 

program, which is good for the entire 

state.” 

  District 2 Commissioner Randy 

Vest used $270,154.81 to resurface 

and stripe 1.08 miles of Barkley 

Bridge Road (from Barkley Bridge 

to Powell Road) and 2.3 miles of 

Nanceford Road (from Alabama 

Highway 67 easterly to the county 

line). 

  “I’m elated that we have this fund-

ing available for roads and bridges,” 

Vest said. “We’re proud to be recipi-

ents of the program, which allows us 

to improve our infrastructure which 

makes the quality of life better for 

our residents.” 

  District 3 Commissioner Don Stish-

er paid $319,944.15 for resurfacing 

and striping 2.22 miles of Union Hill 

Church Road. 

  “To be a part of this initiative is 

beneficial and needed to bring our 

roads and bridges up to par and 

makes it possible for us to do more 

than we would be able to afford with 

our county funds,” Stisher said. “I’m 

proud and grateful for what we’ve 

been able to do through Rebuild Ala-

bama.” 

  In District 4 the cost was 

$346,486.05 for  resurfacing, strip-

ing and widening 1.04 miles of Hu-

laco Road (from Alabama Highway 

67 easterly to the county line; and  a 

0.05-mile bridge replacement on 

Pines Road. 

  “I’m thankful for the funding to be 

able to do what we’ve done out 

Commission prepares for HVAC, waiting room projects 
By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director  

  The County Commission has 

taken the first steps for con-

struction projects at the court-

house that will include replac-

ing the aged heating and cool-

ing system and a waiting room. 

Both projects will be paid for  

from $23 million the county 

received from the American 

Rescue Fund last year. 

  An engineer with a company 

designated by the Association 

of County Commissions of Ala-

bama came to the courthouse in 

January to conduct digital imag-

ing of the interior of the facility. 

  “They’re making sure it meets 

spending guidelines under the 

rescue fund,” said Chairman 

Ray Long. “The old system has 

been here since the courthouse 

was built in the 1970s and 

maintenance employees have to 

work on it constantly. A new 

one will be equipped to filter 

out germs to keep them from 

spreading through the building. 

It’s definitely needed in light of 

COVID-19.” 

   After clearance from the engi-

neering firm, Long said a vote 

will be taken to move forward, 

followed by advertisement for 

bids. 

  The chairman plans to meet 

with Architect John Godwin of 

Frameworks Architecture on 

Bank Street in a week or two to 

talk about design plans for a 

waiting room for visitors doing 

business at the courthouse. Con-

struction of the room will begin 

in the area of a concrete pad 

outside the second-floor en-

trance. The security station will 

move to the pad area  for visi-

tors to go through before enter-

ing the building; and the wait-

ing room will be located behind 

the security station and will 

have  capacious seating.  The 

waiting room will be for anyone 

who has to wait for service in 

any office of the courthouse.  

  Long doesn’t know specific 

start dates for either project, but 

anticipates one getting starting 

within the next six months.   

 Prepared by  County Engineer Greg  Bodley, this chart  details  projects completed in  commission districts. 

Continued from page 1 

here,” said District 4 Commissioner Greg 

Abercrombie. Rebuild Alabama is one of 

the greatest programs counties have ever 

experienced. We all know that quality roads 

and bridges play a role in helping communi-

ties grow.” 

  Bodley said he hopes Rebuild Alabama is 

a baseline for future road projects. 

  “It’s a very vital program, not just here but 

throughout the entire state,” said Bodley. 

“This hopefully gets us on the path to main-

taining our roads effectively.” 
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Branch  Locations 

211 Lee St. NE 

1830 Modaus Road SW 

1309 Stratford Road SE 
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  The Voice of Morgan County is a prod-

uct of the Morgan County Commission and 

none of its content may be reproduced 

without permission from the governing 

authority. 

  The commission established the Commu-

nications Department, from which the 

quarterly publication was created in 2012, 

and it currently goes into more than 48,000 

homes throughout the county.  It is pro-

duced by Communications Director Sheryl 

Marsh. 

   The Morgan County Commis-

sion  has  free Rx  discount cards 

for county residents. Collectively, 

the cards have resulted in hun-

dreds of thousands of dollars in 

savings for people who have used 

them.  To get your card please go 

to our website: .co.morgan.al.us 

and click on Coast to Coast to re-

quest one. We will mail it to you. 

There are o eligibility require-

ments. 

@MorganCoComm Morgan County Commission 

About  The  Voice of  Morgan County Rx cards  available 


